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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

I I Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
I — ' report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



see sheet B 



□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report ha< 
been drawn up for all claims. 



□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 



Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 



I I None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
I — 1 report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 



□ The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts 
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the 
claims (Rule 164(1) EPC). 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-42 

A spinal artificial disc comprising upper and lower central 
bearing surfaces and upper and lower outer bearing surfaces 
extending radially outward from the central bearing 
surfaces, the central bearing surfaces being spaced by a 
greater distance thant the outer bearing surfaces. 



2. claims: 43-53 

A spinal artificial disc comprising upper and lower plates 
having a central projection, and a resilient annular load 
bearing member between the plates, and a bumper member to 
limit the deformation of the annular member. 



3. claims: 54-63 

A spinal artificial disc comprising upper an lower bearing 
shells, a central bearing portion the slidingly supports the 
shells, and an annular outer bearing portion extending 
around the central bearing portion. 



The features which are common to the inventions 1, 2 and 3 are: 
A spinal artificial disc comprising a central and an outer bearing 
portion. 

These common features, however, are already known from FR-A-2797179. This 
document discloses a spinal prosthesis comprising a central bearing 
portion (8) and an outer bearing portion (14). 

Apart from these features, the present 3 inventions, are completely 
different in their functions and technical features: 
Invention 1 is a more or less rigid implant for sliding against the 
vertebral endplates. 

Invention 2 is an artificial disc fixed to the vertebral endplates and 
allowing elastic motion between the disc endplates. 
Invention 3 is an artificial disc fixed to the vertebral endplates and 
allowing articulating motion between the disc endplates. 

Hence, the above 3 inventions have neither common features making a 
contribution over the prior art, nor corresponding features which would 
solve the same problem. 

Therefore the above 3 inventions are not linked by a single inventive 
concept in the sense of Rule 44 EPC. 
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